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October  2025 Newsletter
September Highlights/Accomplishments: The merger with the Dawson Post was completed, with our Post renamed "Kennedy" alongside the original Barr-Allen designation. The addition of Kennedy is a tribute to Ernest Kennedy, who dedicated 30 years of service to Dawson Post 5743 as their Commander. Commander Kennedy was actively engaged with the community, sharing the mission and values of the VFW, until he passed on  October 5, 2023. 

In September, we kicked off the Toys for Tots program in support of the Marine Corps Unit. Our Post is a collection point for this.  We’ve also teamed up with Home Depot, where they have donated a freezer, and have projects lined up to supply materials for outside smoking area and getting our kitchen area up to commercial code. 

Our Membership roll stands at 86%. If you’re an annual member, please check your expiration date, and ensure dues are paid. We have two recruiting events planned, Saturday Oct 11th, Car Show in Albany, and Oct 18th, Burg Bash in Leesburg. Please see calendar and give us a shout if you can support. Without willing volunteers to help, we’ll not be able to support these.

[bookmark: _Hlk204518560][bookmark: _Hlk209940507]Community Service: This month, 146 service hours were completed, covering veteran support groups, VA claims assistance, lawn care, transportation to VA appointments, food delivery, and ASVAB math tutoring. The program year total is 283 hours, the highest in our District. Starting in October, our Post will be a drop-off point for canned goods in support of Feeding the Valley – Albany organization.

POST EVERLASTING:
The Post lost one member in the month of September.  John A. Pizzo (USAF, MSgt-retired)

COMMANDER / AUXILIARY PRESIDENT COMMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk209939988]Commander's Message (Lonzie Jimmerson III): I would like to sincerely acknowledge Comrade Ben Vieyra (Army) for his exceptional service to OUR  Post. He stepped up and accepted the role as House Committee Chair. He has provided effective leadership in organizing entertainment events, addressing Post infrastructure matters—including air conditioning and roofing—and improving the efficiency of our Canteen operations. Ben's fresh perspective and proactive approach are valuable assets to our community. I encourage all members to engage with Comrade Ben. Thank you, Ben; it is both a privilege and an honor to work alongside you.

[bookmark: _Hlk207523605]Comrades, fall is here! With cooler weather and AC issues resolved, it's a great time to check our calendar and plan your month. The House Committee and Auxiliary are organizing events—look out for BINGO—and collaborating with Home Depot on Post projects. Starting October 1, smoking is not allowed inside. We need volunteers for cleaning, painting, and small repairs. Your help is appreciated as we continue improving Barr-Allen-Kennedy Post 2785 and strengthening our community.

With our merger with Dawson Comrades complete, let's ensure they are included in our work and fellowship. Every member brings unique skills and experience. I encourage us to choose a Dawson (Terrell County) battle and actively engage our new neighbors. Thanks to Post 5743 for welcoming us. 

[bookmark: _Hlk209942278]Auxiliary President (Ms. Dana Sheffield): We're supporting the Advocacy Resource Center (ARC) dance on Monday, Oct 27th, and the Trunk or Treat Halloween event on Friday, the 31st, which includes organizing candy handouts and selling hotdogs and chips. We’ll need help with both events. The annual renewal early bird membership dues are $16—see me or Ouida Traywick to pay. For event activities and  membership inquiries or further information, contact Dana Sheffield at 229-894-4276 or danasheffield152@gmail.com.

POST EVENT DATES (September 2025)
· Open Tue through Fri (4 pm); Sat at 11am; Closed Sun-Mon
· Link to our Post Calendar:   Calendar

	Date
	Day
	Event
	Time

	Oct 1
	Wed
	House Committee mtg
	6:30 pm

	Oct 1
	Wed
	Bingo Dry Run
	7:00 pm

	Oct 10
	Fri
	Caliber Band
	8 pm

	Oct 11
	Sat
	Albany Car Show – recruit event
	8 am

	Oct 15
	Wed
	Post Officers meeting
	7 pm

	Oct 17
	Fri
	Karaoke 
	7 pm

	Oct 18 
	Sat
	Burg Bash – Leesburg, recruit event
	2 pm

	Oct 19
	Sun
	Indoor Flea Market at Post
	1 pm

	Oct 23
	Thur
	Member Mtg
	6:30 pm

	Oct 25
	Sat
	Benefits Advisor Training (Warner Robins)
	10 am

	Oct 27
	Mon
	ARC Dance
	6 pm

	Oct 31
	Fri
	Trunk or Treat
	6 pm

	Oct 31
	Fri
	DJ – Planet X
	8 pm
















OFFICERS
	Post Officers
	Auxiliary Officers

	Commander: Lonzie Jimmerson
	President: Dana Sheffield

	Senior Vice Commander: Johnny White
	Sr. Vice President:  Leah Shroyer

	Junior Vice Commander: Jay Lewis
	Jr. Vice President: Patricia Carver

	Quartermaster: Dennis Davis
	Treasurer: Ouida Trawick

	Trustees:
 James Stephens  (1-yr), Sheron Kenrick  (2-yr),
Roberto Nolasco  (3-yr)
	Trustees:
 Lori Davis (1-yr), Karen Griffin (2-yr)
 Patricia Carver (3-yr)

	Adjutant: Chris Shroyer
	Secretary: Angela Miles

	Chaplain: Robert Breton
	Chaplain: Karen Griffin

	House Committee Chair: Ben Vieyra
	Conductor: Lori Davis

	Lounge Manager: David Milner
	Guard: Linda Stokes Breton 

	Guard/Officer of the Day: Leonard Edwards
	

	Benefits Advisor: Andrew Green
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Check us out on the internet.  Just use your phone’s built-in camera app.  Point the camera at the QR code.  Tap the banner that appears on your Android phone or tablet. (vfw2785.org)
Facebook:  VFW Post 2785 Facebook Page
VFW MISSION: To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans.
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.




